
 

ANNEX D: TOWN OF DILLON  
 

Summit County (Dillon)  Annex D.1 

Multi -Hazard Mitigation Plan 
FINAL August 2013 

D.1 Community Profile  

Figure D.1 shows a map of the Town of Dillon and its location within Summit County.  The map 

also shows critical facilities and landslide deposits. 
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Figure D .1. Map of Dillon  
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Geography  

The Town of Dillon is located in central Summit County on the north shore of Dillon Reservoir 

directly south of Interstate 70 (I-70). Straight Creek runs in a southwesterly direction along the 

northern boundary of the Town. Dillonôs total area is 2.3 square miles and the nearest city is 

Silverthorne, approximately two miles north on the opposite side of I-70. The elevation is 9,087 

feet and the climate is typified by cold winters and temperate summers.  

History  

The Town of Dillon was first incorporated in 1883. Originally, three rivers came together where 

a trading post and clusters of cabins existed. This was the scene in the late 1800s until Denver 

needed water storage in the high country. In 1963 a water storage project was completed for the 

Denver metropolitan area which created Dillon Reservoir. The Town had to relocate to the 

northeastern shore of the reservoir while the reservoir was completed. The creation of the 

reservoir, the completion of the Eisenhower Tunnel in the 1960s, and the incorporation of the 

neighboring Town of Silverthorne all helped to establish Dillonôs modern historical era. 

Population  

The estimated 2011 population of the Town of Dillon was 626. The 2010 Census recorded the 

population at 904.  Select American Community Survey (ACS) 2011 and 2010 US Census 

demographic and social characteristics for Dillon are shown in Table D.1. 

Table D.1. DillonðDemographic and Social Characteristics  

Characteristic 2010 2011 

Gender/Age   

Male (%)  51.9 50.6 

Female (%) 48.1 49.4 

Under 5 Years (%)  5.3 10.1 

65 Years and Over (%) 15.3 13.2 

Race/Ethnicity (one race)   

White (%)  89.2 93.6 

Black or African American (%) 0.3 0.0 

American Indian and Alaska Native (%) 0.8 0.0 

Asian 2.2 1.3 

Other 6.1 5.1 

Hispanic or Latino (Of Any Race) (%)  10.8 13.4 

Other   

Average Household Size 1.99 2.15 

High School Graduate or Higher (%) 95.4 95.4 
Source: ACS 2011, 2010 US Census, factfinder2.census.gov 
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Economy  

According to the 2011 ACS estimates, the industries that employed the highest percentages of 

Dillonôs labor force were arts, entertainment, recreation, accommodation, and food services 

(23.6%); educational, health, and social services (20.5%); construction (13.4%); finance, 

insurance, real estate, and rental and leasing (14.4%); and retail trade (12.6%). Select economic 

characteristics for Dillon from the 2011 ACS estimates and 2010 US Census are shown in Table 

D.2. 

Table D.2. DillonðEconomic Characteristics  

Characteristic 2010 2011 

Families below Poverty Level  3.8% 4.6% 

Individuals below Poverty Level 6.8% 6.9% 

Median Home Value  $435,400 $445,500 

Median Household Income $76,042 $78,657 

Per Capita Income  $51,216 $49,238 

Population in Labor Force* 544 519 
Source: ACS 2011, 2010 US Census, factfinder2.census.gov 

*Age 16 years and over 

 

D.2 Hazard Identification and Profiles  

Dillonôs planning team identified the hazards that affect the community and summarized their 

geographic location, probability of future occurrence, potential magnitude or severity, and 

planning significance specific to the Town (see Table D.3). In the context of the countywide 

planning area, there are no hazards that are unique to Dillon. 

Table D.3. DillonðHazard Summary  

Hazard Type 
Geographic 

Extent* Probability* Magnitude* Hazard Rating 

Avalanche Isolated Unlikely Negligible Low 

Dam Failure Small Unlikely Limited Low 

Drought Large Likely Limited Low 

Earthquake Large Unlikely Limited Low 

Erosion/Deposition Medium Likely  Limited Moderate 

Flood  Isolated Unlikely Limited Low 

Hailstorm Large Likely Limited Moderate 

Hazardous Materials Release 
(Transportation) 

Isolated Occasional Critical High 

Landslide, Mudflow/Debris Flow, 
Rock Fall 

Isolated Unlikely Critical Low 

Lightning Large Likely Critical Moderate 

Mountain Pine Beetle Infestation Small Highly Likely Limited Moderate 

Tornado Isolated Unlikely Critical Low 

Severe Winter Weather Large Likely Critical High 
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Hazard Type 
Geographic 

Extent* Probability* Magnitude* Hazard Rating 

Wildfire Small Occasional Critical Moderate 

Windstorm  Large Likely Limited Moderate 
*See Section 3.2 for definitions of these factors 

 

Information on past events for each hazard can be found in Section 3.2 Hazard Profiles of the 

main plan.  

D.3 Vulnerability Assessment  

The intent of this section is to assess Dillonôs vulnerability separate from that of the planning 

area as a whole, which has already been assessed in Section 3.3 Vulnerability Assessment in the 

main plan. This vulnerability assessment analyzes the population, property, and other assets at 

risk to hazards ranked of moderate or high significance that may vary from other parts of the 

planning area. For more information about how hazards affect the County as a whole, see 

Chapter 3 Risk Assessment in the main plan. 

Community Asset Inventory  

Table D.4 shows the total population, number of structures, land value, and assessed value of 

improvements to parcels in Dillon. Land values have been purposely excluded from the Total 

Value because land remains following disasters, and subsequent market devaluations are 

frequently short-term and difficult to quantify. Additionally, state and federal disaster assistance 

programs generally do not address loss of land or its associated value. 

Table D.4. DillonðMaximum Population and Building Exposure  

Land Use 

Total 
Parcel 
Count 

Improved 
Parcel 
Count Land Value 

Improved 
Land Value 

Estimated 
Content 

Value Total Value* 

Commercial 145 123 $36,261,400 $57,391,173 $57,391,173 $114,782,346 

Government 49 24 $6,115,290 $27,628,750 $27,628,750 $55,257,500 

Mixed Use 1 1 $213,172 $672,406 $672,406 $1,344,812 

Open Space 11 0 $25,121 $0 $0 $0 

Other 1 0 $0 $0 $0 $0 

Residential 366 312 $59,466,369 $344,384,136 $172,192,068 $516,576,204 

Total 573 460 $102,081,352 $430,076,465 $257,884,397 $687,960,862 
Source: Summit County Assessor 2013  

*Content Value estimated  

 

Table D.5 lists critical facilities and other community assets identified by Dillonôs planning team 

as important to protect in the event of a disaster. 
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Table D.5. DillonðCritical Facilities and Other Community Assets  

Name of Asset 
Replacement 

Value ($) 
Occupancy/ 
Capacity # 

Hazard Specific 
Information 

MGD Water Treatment Plant 4,750,000 5/1.5 mgd Vulnerability 
assessment completed 

Gold Run Sewage Lift Station 1,000,000 0  

Elevated Water Storage Tank 500,000 400,000 gallon 400,000 Gal. 

Buried Water Storage Tank 750,000 500,000 gallon 500,000 Gal. 

Public Works Maintenance Building  500,000 15  

Town Hall/Police Department 2,500,000 103  

Dillon Valley Emergency Water 
Interconnect 

150,000 0 Emergency connect to 
Dillon Valley 

Silverthorne Emergency Water 
Interconnect 

200,000 0 Emergency connect to 
Silverthorne 

Straight Creek Water Diversion 150,000 0 Supply for Dillon and 
Dillon Valley 

Old Dillon Reservoir 4,770,000 0 Dillon, Silverthorne, 
Summit County 

Lake Dillon Fire District Station 8 n/a n/a  

Lake Dillon Preschool n/a n/a  

Dillon Reservoir/Denver Water n/a n/a  

Porcupine Peak Site (prehistoric site) n/a  National Register of 
Historic Places 

Sources: Town of Dillon; Directory of Colorado State Register Properties, www.coloradohistory-

oahp.org/programareas/register/1503/; National Register Information System, www.nr.nps.gov/ 

The locations of critical facilities in Dillon identified by Summit County GIS are illustrated in 

Figure D.2 DFIRM and Critical Facilities in Dillon.  

For municipal water, Dillon shares the Old Dillon Reservoir with Silverthorne and Summit 

County, which greatly reduces the communityôs vulnerability to drought.  

Vulnerability by Hazard  

This section analyzes existing and future structures and other assets at risk to hazards ranked of 

moderate or high significance that vary from the risks facing the entire planning area and 

estimates potential losses. This only includes wildfire. Flood is also analyzed below despite the 

low risk in Dillon because of readily available data.  

Flood 

Existing Development 

The Town of Dillon does not have any Special Flood Hazard Areas identified in the DFIRM.  

Therefore, the Town has no critical facilities at risk to flooding.  Figure D.2 depicts the location 

of Dillonôs critical facilities.   
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The HMPC only knew of one area where flooding sometimes occurs, which is Little Beaver 

Creek near I-70 and the Town of Silverthorne. Flooding sometimes occurs when a beaver dam is 

built up and backs up water. In this case, the Public Works department removes the dam. 
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Figure D.2. DFIRM and Critical Facilities  in Dillon * 
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National Flood Insurance Program 

The Town of Dillon has not been mapped by FEMA and is not a participant in the National 

Flood Insurance Program. There are no repetitive loss properties. 

Future Development 

Based on existing floodplains and growth patterns, future development in flood hazard areas is 

unlikely to occur in Dillon. Although the Town does not have a floodplain ordinance in place, it 

addresses development in flood prone areas in its subdivision regulations. Proposed subdivisions 

impacting a flood-prone area must be designed to minimize flood damage within the flood-prone 

area; must locate and construct all public utilities and facilities, such as sewer, gas, electric and 

water systems, to minimize and eliminate flood damage; and must provide adequate drainage to 

reduce exposure to flood hazards.  

Landslide, Mud Flow/Debris Flow, Rock Fall 

Existing Development 

Potential losses for landslide areas were estimated using Summit County GIS and assessorôs data 

and were examined in terms of values and critical facilities at risk. Additional landslide hazard 

analysis was completed using the more comprehensive USGS landslide deposits layer during the 

2013 update.  No parcels or building footprints were identified in landslide deposit areas in 

Dillon.   

Future Development 

The severity of landslide problems is directly related to the extent of human activity in hazard 

areas. Adverse effects can be mitigated by early recognition and avoiding incompatible land uses 

in these areas or by corrective engineering. The mountainous topography of the County presents 

considerable constraints to development, most commonly in the form of steep sloped areas. 

These areas (defined as having a grade change of 30% or more) are vulnerable to disturbance and 

can become unstable. Dillon does not currently have any landslide hazard areas within the 

Townôs boundaries, but this issue should be considered during future annexation and 

development.   

Wildfire 

Existing Development 

A wildfire threat ranking was developed for the Summit County Community Wildfire Protection 

Plan by the County, fire protection districts, and U.S. Forest Service. It is based on fuel hazards, 

risk of wildfire occurrence, essential infrastructure at risk, community values at risk, and local 

preparedness and firefighting capability and classifies the wildfire threat as low, medium, high, 

and extreme. The wildfire threat GIS layer, updated in 2011, was used to determine the number 

of acres in each wildfire threat zone and map the wildfire threat in Dillon (see Table D.6 and 
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Figure D.3). Figure D.4 shows the wildfire focus areas from the County CWPP and treatment 

areas in Dillon.   

Table D.6. DillonðAcreage in Wildfire Threat Zones  

Low Medium High Extreme  

Acres %Total Acres %Total Acres %Total Acres %Total Total Acres 

102 7% 1,374 93% 7 0.5% - - 1,482 
Source: AMEC analysis with County data 

 

Based on the methodology described for wildfire in Section 3.3.3 Vulnerability by Hazard, the 

property values in Dillon were separated into wildfire threat zones. The breakdown of property 

values in Dillon by wildfire threat zone is shown in Table D.7. 

Table D.7. Dillon ðProperty Values in Wildfire Threat Zones  

Threat 

Zone Land Use 

Improved 

Parcel 

Count Land Value 

Improved 

Value 

Estimated 

Content Value Total Value 

Low Commercial 74 $8,300,890 $22,683,531 $22,683,531 $45,367,062 

Residential 37 $4,400,157 $11,337,272 $5,668,636 $17,005,908 

Total 111 $12,701,047 $34,020,803 $28,352,167 $62,372,970 

Medium Commercial 49 $25,409,905 $34,707,642 $34,707,642 $69,415,284 

Government 24 $6,067,794 $27,628,750 $27,628,750 $55,257,500 

Mixed Use 1 $213,172 $672,406 $672,406 $1,344,812 

Residential 269 $52,231,623 $331,236,603 $165,618,302 $496,854,905 

Total 343 $83,922,494 $394,245,401 $228,627,100 $622,872,501 

High Residential 6 $1,203,289 $1,810,261 $905,131 $2,715,392 

Total 6 $1,203,289 $1,810,261 $905,131 $2,715,392 

Grand 

Total 

 

460 $97,826,830 $430,076,465 $257,884,397 $687,960,862 
Source: AMEC analysis with County data  
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Figure D.3. Wildfire Threat  and Critical Facilities in Dillon  
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Figure D.3. Wildfire Focus Areas and Treatment Areas  in Dillon  


